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GROWING THREAT

If US has ‘real shooting
war’ it could be result of
cyberattacks: Joe Biden

Cybersecurity has risen to the top of the
agenda for the Biden administration after
a series of high-profile attacks

NANDITA BOSE
Washington, July 28

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN on
Tuesday warned that if the
United States ended up in a
‘real shooting war’with a ‘ma-
jor power’it could be the result
of a significant cyberattack on
the country, highlightingwhat
Washington sees as growing
threats posed by Russia and
China.

Cybersecurity has risen to
the top of the agenda for the
Biden administration after a
series of high-profile attacks
on entities such as network
management company Solar-
Winds, the Colonial Pipeline
company, meat processing
company |BS and software
firm Kaseya hurt the US far be-

yond just the companies
hacked. Some of the attacks
affected fuel and food supplies
in parts of the United States.

"Ithinkit's more than likely
we're going to end up,if we end
up in a war - a real shooting
war with a major power - it's
going tobeas a consequence of
a cyberbreach of great conse-
quence and it's increasing ex-
ponentially, the capabilities,’
Biden said during a half-hour
speech while visiting the Of-
fice of the Director of National
Intelligence (ODNI).

During a June 16 summit
in Geneva between Biden and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Biden shared a list of
critical infrastructure the US
considers off-limits to nation-
state actors.

Since then, senior members
of the Biden administration's
national security team have
been in constant contact with
senior members of the Kremlin
over cyberattacks on the
United States,the White House
hassaid. Biden also highlighted
the threats posed by China, re-
ferring to President Xi Jinping
as ‘deadly earnest about be-
coming the most powerful mil-
itary force in the world, as well
as thelargest and most promi-
nent economy in the world by
the mid-40s,the 2040s.

During his speech to about
120 ODNI employees and se-

nior leadership officials, Biden
also thanked members of US
intelligence agencies, empha-
sised his confidence in the
work they do and said he will
not exert political pressure on
them. The ODNI oversees 17
US intelligence organisations.

"I'll never politicise the
work you do. You have my
word on that,"he said."It's too
important for our country,”
he said.

Biden's comments offered
a clear departure from re-
marks made by his predeces-
sor Donald Trump,who had a
contentious relationship with
intelligence agencies over is-
sues such as its assessment
that Russia had interfered to
help Trumpwin the 2016 elec-
tion and its role in revealing
that Trump pressured Ukraine
to investigate Biden.

Trump went through four
permanent or acting directors
of national intelligence during
his four years in office.

— REUTERS

US ‘really messed it up’in Afghanistan,

says Pakistan PM Imran Khan

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, July 28

PAKISTAN PRIME MINISTER
Imran Khan has said that the US
‘really messed it up’ in
Afghanistan as he questioned
the American motive for the
2001 invasion of the country in
the first placeand then their sub-
sequent attempts of seeking a
political solution with the Tal-
iban froma position of weakness.

Khan also said that the only
good solution to Afghanistan's
situation is through a political
settlement thatis‘inclusiveand
involves all factions, including
the Taliban.

"I think the US has really
messed it up in Afghanistan,’
Khan said during an interview
with Judy Woodruff on PBS

North and
South Korea
in talks over
summit,
reopening
liaison office

HYONHEE SHIN
Seoul, July 28

NORTH AND SOUTH Korea
are in talks to reopen a joint li-
aison office that Pyongyang
demolished last year and hold
a summit as part of efforts to
restore relations, three South
Korean government sources
with knowledge of the matter
said.

South Korean President
Moon Jae-in and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un have been
exploring ways to improve
strained ties by exchanging
multiple letters since April, the
sources said on condition of
anonymity due to diplomatic
sensitivity.

Thediscussions signalanim-
provement in ties that have de-
teriorated in the past year after
three leaders' summitsin 2018
promised peace and reconcilia-
tion. Inter-Korean talks could
also help restart stalled negotia-
tions between Pyongyang and
Washington aimed at disman-
tling the North's nuclear and
missile programmes in return
for sanctions relief.

The issue is key for Moon,
whois facing declining support
in his final year in office. Moon
staked hislegacy on improving
relations with North Korea and
helped set up historic meetings
between Kim and then US Pres-
ident Donald Trump in 2018
and 2019.

The two Koreas, still techni-
cally at war after their 1950-
53 conflict ended in a cease-
fire, on Tuesday reconnected
hotlines the North severed in
June last year. Both sides are
discussing rebuilding their
joint liaison office at the truce
village of Panmunjom on the
border, two sources said.

— REUTERS

NewsHour,an American news
programme, aired on Tuesday
night, Dawn newspaper re-
ported. Under a deal with the
Taliban, the US and its Nato al-
lies agreed to withdraw all
troops in return for a commit-
ment by the militants that they
would prevent extremist groups
from operating in areas they
control. US President Joe Biden
has announced that American

After the

LI YUAN
July 28

AFTER EXTREME FLOODING
in central China last week de-
stroyed homes, engulfed sub-
ways and killed at least 73, the
ruling Communist Party
found a convenient outlet for
the public’s pent-up emotions:
the foreign news media.

A party organisation in
Henan Provinceissuedacall to
arms on social media to con-
fronta BBCjournalist covering
the disaster there. A day later
angry residents surrounded,
pushed and yelled at reporters
from Deutsche Welle and The
Los Angeles Times. Then na-
tionalistic commentators and
news organisations used the
videos and screenshots of the
confrontation to wage a large-
scale online attack on journal-
ists working for foreign news
outlets.

They described the Western
news media’s China coverage
as “fake,”“biased,”“slandering”
and “evil” They alleged that
foreign reporting on the dev-
astating floods focused on the
damage instead of the rescue
efforts by the government and
the public.Theywere unhappy
these journalists dared to call
for transparency and account-
ability.

The Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club of China saidina
statement that it was “disap-
pointed and dismayed at the
growing hostility against for-
eign media in China, a senti-
ment underpinned by rising
Chinese nationalism some-
times directly encouraged by
Chinese officials and official
entities.”

The vitriol aimed at the
Western news media is the in-
evitable outcome of the cul-
tural war against foreign influ-
ence and the
anti-intellectualism campaign
that the Communist Party has
waged under the leadership of
XiJinping.

During his nine-year
tenure, the party has cracked
down on liberal-leaning key
opinion leaders, including

troops will be out of the country
by August 31.

The Taliban ruled
Afghanistan by brute force from
1996 to 2001 when the US in-
vasion toppled their govern-
ment. The US invaded
Afghanistan in October, 2001
after the Taliban refused to
hand over al-Qaeda's leader
Osama bin Laden, who was be-
hind the September 11,2001,
terrorattacks in America.

Khan criticised the US for
trying to "look for a military so-
lution in Afghanistan, when
there neverwas one".

"And people like me who
kept saying that there's no mili-
tary solution,who know the his-
tory of Afghanistan, we were
called — people like me were
called anti-American. I was

called Taliban Khan,"'Khan said.

He lamented that by the
time the US realised that there
was no military solution in
Afghanistan,"'unfortunately,the
bargaining power of the Ameri-
cans orthe Nato (North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation forces) had
gone".

The prime minister said the
US should have opted for a po-
litical settlement much earlier,
when there were as many as
150,000 Nato troops in
Afghanistan.

"But once they had reduced
the troopstobarely 10,000,and
then, when they gave an exit
date, the Taliban thought they
had won. And so, therefore, it
was very difficult for now to get
them to compromise,' he said.

— PTI
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US concern over China nukes
buildup after new silos report

REUTERS
Washington, July 28

THE PENTAGON AND Repub-
lican congressmen on Tuesday
aired fresh concerns about
China's build-up of its nuclear
forces after a new report say-
ing Beijing was building 110
more missile silos.

An American Federation of
Scientists (AFS) report on
Monday said satellite images
showed China was building a
new field of silos near Hami in
the eastern part of its Xinjiang
region.The report came weeks
after another on the construc-
tion of about 120 missile silos
in Yumen, a desert area about
240 miles (380 km) to the
southeast.

"This is the second time in
two months the public has dis-
covered what we have been
saying all along about the
growing threat the world faces

An American Federation of
Scientists report on
Monday said satellite
images showed China was
building a new field of silos
near Hami in the eastern
part of its Xinjiang region

and the veil of secrecy that sur-
rounds it," the US Strategic
Command said in tweet linked
to a New York Times article on
the AFS report.

The State Department in
early July called China's nuclear
buildup concerning and said it
appeared Beijingwas deviating
from decades of nuclear strat-
egy based around minimal de-
terrence. It called on China to
engage with it "on practical
measures to reduce the risks of
destabilizing arms races."

Republican Congressman
Mike Turner, ranking member

of the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces, said China's nuclear
build-up was"unprecedented"
and made clear it was "deploy-
ing nuclear weapons to
threaten the United States and
our allies.”

He said China's refusal to
negotiate arms control "should
be a cause for concern and con-
demned by all responsible na-
tions." Another Republican,
Mike Rogers, ranking member
of the House Armed Services
Committee, said the Chinese
build-up showed the need to
rapidly modernize the US nu-
clear deterrent.

A 2020 Pentagon report es-
timated China's nuclear war-
head stockpile in "the low
200s"and said it was projected
toatleast double in size as Bei-
jing expands and modernizes
its forces. Analysts say the
United States has around

3,800 warheads, and accord-
ing toa State Department fact-
sheet, 1,357 of those were de-
ployed as of March 1.

Washington has repeatedly
called on China to join it and
Russia in a new arms control
treaty.

The report on the newsilos
comes as Assistant Secretary of
State Wendy Sherman is dueto
hold arms control talks with
Russia in Geneva on Wednes-
day. Sherman was in China
earlier this week for talks at
which Beijing accused Wash-
ington of creating an "imagi-
nary enemy" to divert atten-
tion from domestic problems
and suppress China.

Beijing says its arsenal is
dwarfed by those of the United
States and Russia and it is
ready to conduct bilateral dia-
logues on strategic security"on
the basis of equality and mu-
tual respect.”

Nasa's Hubble telescope finds evidence
of water vapour In Jupiter's moon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Washington, July 28

ASTRONOMERS HAVE UN-
COVERED the first evidence
of water vapour in the atmos-
phere of Jupiter's moon
Ganymede by using new and
archival datasets from Nasa's
Hubble Space Telescope.

According to the study
published in the journal Na-
ture Astronomy on Monday,
the water vapour forms when
ice from the moon's surface
turns from solid to gas.

Previous studies have of-
fered circumstantial evidence
that Ganymede, the largest
moon in the solar system, con-
tains more water than all of
Earth's oceans, Nasa said.

However, temperatures
there are so cold that water on
the surface is frozen solid, ac-
cording to the US space
agency.

Ganymede's ocean would
reside roughly 160 kilometres
below the crust, therefore, the
watervapourwould not repre-
sent the evaporation of this
ocean.

Astronomers re-examined
Hubble observations from the

last two decades to find this
evidence of water vapour.

In 1998, Hubble's Space
Telescope Imaging Spectro-
graph took the first ultraviolet
(UV) images of Ganymede,
which revealed colourful rib-
bons of electrified gas called
auroral bands, and provided
further  evidence  that
Ganymede has a weak mag-
netic field.

The similarities in these UV
observations were explained
by the presence of molecular
oxygen (02).

However, some observed
features did not match the ex-
pected emissions from a pure
O2 atmosphere.

At the same time, scientists
concluded this discrepancy
was likely related to higher

concentrations of atomic oxy-
gen (O).

Lorenz Roth of the KTH
Royal Institute of Technology
in Stockholm, Sweden led the
team to measure the amount
of atomic oxygen with Hubble.

The team's analysis com-
bined the data from two in-
struments: Hubble's Cosmic
Origins Spectrograph in 2018
and archival images from the
Space Telescope Imaging Spec-
trograph (STIS) from 1998 to
2010.Contrary to the original
interpretations of the data
from 1998, they discovered
there was hardly any atomic
oxygen in Ganymede's at-
mosphere.

Roth and his team then
took a closer look at the rela-
tive distribution of the aurora

in the UVimages.
Ganymede's surface tem-
perature varies strongly

throughout the day, and
around noon near the equator
it may become sufficiently
warm that the ice surface re-
leases some small amounts of
water molecules, the re-
searchers said.

The perceived differences
in the UVimages are directly

correlated with where water
would be expected in the
moon's atmosphere, they said.

"So far only the molecular
oxygen had been observed," ex-
plained Roth.

"This is produced when
charged particles erode the ice
surface.The water vapour that
we measured now originates
from ice sublimation caused
by the thermal escape of water
vapour from warm icy re-
gions,"he said.

The finding adds anticipa-
tion to European Space Agency
(ESA)'s upcoming mission
JUpiter ICy moons Explorer
(JUICE).

Planned forlaunchin 2022
and arrival at Jupiter in 2029,
JUICE will spend at least three
years making detailed obser-
vations of Jupiter and three of
its largest moons, with partic-
ular emphasis on Ganymede
asaplanetarybodyand poten-
tial habitat.

"Our results can provide
the JUICE instrument teams
with valuable information
that may be used to refine
their observation plans to op-
timise the use of the space-
craft,' Roth added.

tfloods, China found a target for its pain: Foreign media

journalists, intellectuals,
lawyers and businesspeople. It
has reined in boisterous social
media conversations by cen-
soring heavily and encourag-
ing users to report on each
other. It has told the people
that ideas such as democracy,
media independence and hu-
man rights are driven by West-
ern forces hostile to China.

In their place, party propa-
ganda and nationalistic senti-
ment rule the day. And West-
ern news organisations’
critical coverage of China,
which is usually no different
from how they cover theirown
countries, stands out as the
dissonant noise in the chorus
of 1.4 billion people singing,
“All glory to the Communist
Party”

It doesn’t matter that
nearly all Western media web-
sites are blocked in China and
the public doesn’t have easy
access to their reporting. The
state news media and nation-
alistic commentators have
been driving home the point,
sometimes quoting former
President Donald | Trump,
that journalists are the enemy
of the people.

Foreign news outlets are
facing more restricted access
to the country and growing
hostility among the Chinese
public. Last year Beijing ex-
pelled more than a dozen
mainland-based American re-
porters working for The New
York Times, The Wall Street
Journal and The Washington
Post over a diplomatic spat
with the United States. The
world will have to brace for
even less on-the-ground cov-
erage of the second-largest
economy and the main rival of
the United States.

During the Cultural Revo-
lution, Mao Zedong’s Red
Guards set fire to the British
Embassy in Beijing while pro-
testers chanted, “Kill! Kill!” A
Reuters journalist spent two
years confined alone to a
house in the city.

In recent years, Beijing has
grown increasingly aggressive
in attacking the Western news

media for its China cov-
erage. Last week, “wolf
warrior” diplomats at
the Chinese Embassy in
Sri Lanka called the
Reuters news agency
“shameless” for using a
photo of a Chinese
Olympic gold medalist
that the diplomats de-
scribed as “ugly” The
photo, which had also
appeared in the Chinese

should be reasonable forme to
carry a brick”

“As a student surgeon, it
should be reasonable formeto
carry a scalpel,” says a third.

The next day, residents of
Zhengzhou, the capital of
Henan, surrounded a German
TV reporter on assignment for
Deutsche Welle and a reporter
for The Los Angeles Times after
mistaking the German re-
porter for Brant.The crowd got
physical with the German re-
porter, Mathias Boelinger.

Boelinger wrote on Twitter
thata group of men kept push-
ing him while yelling that he
was a bad guy and should stop
smearing China.Awomanwho

was filming him blocked his
way. When he asked who she
was, she responded, “I’'m Chi-
nese.”

When one of the men said,
“It’s OK if you report truth-
fully, having a positive view of
China. Just don’t attack us,’
Boelinger asked, “Can I inter-
viewyou?”

The man said yes. But when
Boelinger held up his camera,
he objected,“Don’t interview
me.I dislike you.”

Boelinger said of Brant: “I
don’t know what would have
happened had it really been
him.The media environmentin
Chinaright nowis frightening”

The BBCissued a statement

on Tuesday, calling on the Chi-
nese government to take im-
mediate action to stop the at-
tacks on journalists.

Since Sunday, the China-
based staff forthe BBC, The Los
Angeles Times and others have
received death threats and in-
timidating messages and calls,
according to the Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club of China. A/
Jazeera’s crew were followed
and filmed while reporting
outside a Zhengzhou subway
station, while journalists for
The Associated Press were
stopped and reported to the
police during filming in a pub-
licarea.

— NYT
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PARTICULARS

(Rs. in lacs except for share data)

Standalone

Quarter Ended

Year Ended

Quarter Ended

Consolidated
Year Ended

30.06.2021 31.03.2021 30.06.2020 31.03.2021 30.06.2021 31.03.2021 30.06.2020 31.03.2021

state news media, shows | (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited)
the athlete straining to Total income _ 50,743 45,293 47,679  1,92,131 58,157 50,272 54,593 2,15,930
lift weight. Net profit for the pgrlod . .

« , el (before tax, exceptional and/or extraordinary items) 6,004 6,324 9,903 33,749 6,468 6,525 11,628 36,879

Don’t put politics e : )
. . xceptional items - - - (22) - - - (22)

and ldeologles above Net profit for the period after Tax
sports, and call yourself (after exceptional and/or extraordinary items) 4,554 5,024 7,303 25,771 4,881 5,165 8,545 28,040
an l.lnb.lasid media or- Other Comprehensive Income (after tax) - 341 - 341 - 341 - 341
ganisation,”the embassy Total Comprehensive Income for the period 4,554 5,365 7,303 26,112 4,881 5,506 8,545 28,381
said on Twitter. Weighted average number of equity shares used

Even so, it was shock- for computing earning per share
ing last weekend when (Face Value of Rs.10 each) 9,260 9,320 9,320 9,320 9,260 9,320 9,320 9,320
Henan’s Communist Earning per equity share (in Rs.) (not annualised)
Youth League asked its (a) Basic 4.90 5.39 7.84 27.65 5.25 5.54 9.17 30.09
1.6 million followers on (b) Diluted 4.90 5.39 7.84 27.65 5.25 5.54 9.17 30.09
the social media plat- Notes :

form Weibo to report the 1
whereabouts of the BBC
journalist Robin Brant, 2
who hasbecome a target
of online harassment.
Many comments under
the post are menacing.

“As a student, it’s
quite reasonable to walk
on the street with a
wrench, isn’t it?” one
goes.

“As a construction P
worker,” another says, “it

o~ w

The above results for the quarter ended 30" June, 2021 have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors in their

meeting held on 27" July, 2021.

The company has completed buyback of 6,00,000 equity shares of face value Rs.10/- representing up to 0.64% of the total number of Equity Shares of the
Company at a price of Rs. 1000/- per Equity Share (including premium of Rs. 990/- per Equity Share) payable in cash for an aggregate amount of up to Rs.
60,00,00,000/- (excluding transaction costs such as brokerage, Buyback tax, securities transaction tax, goods and service tax, stamp duty etc.)
(“Buyback Size”) on 25" May,2021. Post buyback Paid up Share Capital of the Company reduced to Rs. 92,60,00,000 divided into 9,26,00,000 Equity

Shares of Rs.10/- each.
Company has only one business segmenti.e. pharmaceuticals.

Figures for the previous Quarter have been regrouped or rearranged wherever necessary.
The aforesaid Audited Financial Results will be uploaded on the Company's website www.aartidrugs.co.in and will also be available on the website of BSE
Limited www.bseindia.com and the National Stock Exchange of India Limited www.nseindia.com for the benefit of the shareholders and investors.

lace : Mumbai

Date : 28" July, 2021

FOR AARTI DRUGS LIMITED
Sd/-

Harit P. Shah

Whole Time Director
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